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SomaliCAN Facilitates Community 
Conversation with Police 

Deeqo Khalif 

SomaliCAN has arranged a community conversation with the 
Columbus police on Saturday, May 1, 2010 following some 
misunderstanding between a community member and a police 
officer.  

Somali community leaders who attended the conversation were 
Jibril Hirsi and Adam O’Hirsi, both of SomaliCAN, Khadra Mohamed, 
a Somali American Master’s level social worker, and Abdirizak 
Farah, the New Americans Coordinator for Mayor Michael 
Coleman’s Community Relations Office.  The Columbus Police were 
represented by officer Todd Sheets and Sergeant Ken Tischler.  

The conversation took place over coffee in a friendly environment 
characterized by mutual respect and understanding. SomaliCAN 
promises to continue providing cultural sensitivity training for the 
police while promoting trust in police work among New Americans. 
SomaliCAN administers the Justice Assistance Program with funding 
from the Office of Criminal Justice Services at the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety. 

deeqo@somalican.org   

 

 

 

 

 

SomaliCAN oo Qabanqaabisay Is afgarad 
Jaaliyadda iyo Booliska 

Deeqo Khalif 

SomaliCAN ayaa ka shaqaysay wada hadal u dhexeeyey jaaliyadda 
iyo booliska maalinkii Sabtiga, May 1, 2010, taas oo ka dambaysay is 
maandhaaf u dhexeeyey qof Soomaali ah iyo askari ka tirsan 
booliska.  

Madaxda jaaliyadda ee ka qayb qaatay wada hadalkaas waxay kala 
ahaayeen Jibril Hirsi iyo Adam O’Hirsi oo ka tirsan SomaliCAN, 
Khadra Mohamed oo ku takhasustay cilmiga bulshada, iyo 
Cabdirisaaq Faarax oo ah Agaasimaha arrimaha soo galootiga ee 
xafiiska Duqa Magaalada  Columbus. Dhanka boliiska waxa matalay 
labo sarkaal oo kala ah Todd Sheets iyo Ken Tischler. 

Wada hadalka waa lagu dul qaxweeyay, waxana halkaas ka 
muuqday jawwi is af-garad iyo xushmo leh. SomaliCAN waxay ballan 
qaadaysaa sii dardar gelinta tababarrada ay u furto booliska si ay u 
fahmaan Soomaalida iyadoo la wacyi gelinayo dadka Maraykanka ku 
cusub. SomaliCAN waxay maamushaa barnaamijka kobcinta 
caddaaladda uu maalgeliyo Office of Criminal Justice Service oo ka 
mid ah Ohio Department of Public Safety. 

deeqo@somalican.org  
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The Ohio Center for Autism and Low 
Incidence 

 

The Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence (OCALI) serves 
families, educators, and professionals working with students 
with autism and low-incidence disabilities, including autism 
spectrum disorders, multiple disabilities, orthopedic 
impairments, other health impairments, and traumatic brain 
injuries. 

OCALI works with the Ohio Department of Education and its 
16 regional education agencies to provide information, 
support, and training to educators of children with disabilities 
and their families. OCALI also works with the Ohio Department 
of Developmental Disabilities and other state agencies to 
provide training on autism and other disabilities.  

 

 OCALI has a number of resources on its website 
(www.ocal.org) including:  

• Ohio’s Parents Guide to Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
OCALI also has the information contained in the Parent 
Guide in a DVD format with the mother of a child with 
autism narrating an overview of the content. 

• Autism Internet Modules (AIM), which  are online 
training modules on various topics related to autism 

• A free lending library of books, CDs and other 
resources 

• A Services and Supports Database, a listing of services 
and supports available to individuals with disabilities 
and their families, and 

• Information on topics such as autism, assistive 
technology, transition from school to adulthood, and 
traumatic brain injury. 

 

OCALI believes that families, as well as professionals, play a 
critical role in promoting the highest possible achievement of 
each child. We value and support the connection to and 
partnership with families as vital to the success of each 
individual with a disability both at school and in the 
community. 

For more information, please contact OCALI at 614 410-0381.  

 

 

Xarunta Ohio ee Qotomiska iyo 
Shakabnaanta 

 

Xarunta Ohio ee Qotomiska iyo Shakabnaanta (OCALI) waxay u 
adeegtaa qoysaska, tacliimiyeyaasha, iyo xirfadleyda la 
shaqaynaysa ardada qabta qotomiska iyo shakabnaanta ay ka 
mid yihiin qotomiska firirsan, naafannimada laballaaban, lafa-
naafannimada, jirrooyinka kale ee caafimaad, iyo dhaawac 
maskaxeedka hurgumada leh. 

OCALI waxay la shaqaysaa Waaxda Ohio ee Tacliinta iyo 
16keeda hay’adeed ee tacliinta si xog, taageero, iyo 
tababbarba loo siiyo tacliimiyeyaasha carruurta naafada ah iyo 
qoysaskooda. OCALI waxa kale oo ay la shaqaysaa Waaxda 
Ohio ee Naafannimada Koritaaneed iyo hay’aad kale oo heer 
gobol ah si loo bixiyo tababbar khuseeya qotomiska iyo 
naafannimada.  

 OCALI waxay mareegteeda (www.ocal.org) ku haysaa 
khayraad badan oo ay ka mid tahay:  

• Ohio’s Parents Guide to Autism Spectrum Disorders. 
OCALI waxa kale oo ay haysaa xogta ku jirta Parent 
Guide iyadoo ah DVD oo ah hooyo cunug qotomis qaba 
oo ka sheekayn ararta waxyaabaha ku jira. 

• Autism Internet Modules (AIM), oo ah tababbarro 
habaysan oo internetka ku salaysan ahna 
mawduucyada qotomiska la xiriira 

• Maktab bilaasha oo buugag, CD-yo iyo xogo kale ah 
• A Services and Supports Database, oo ah taxane liis ah 

oo adeegyada iyo taageerada ay heli karaan 
shakhsiyaadka naafannimada qaba iyo qoysaskooda ay 
ku yaalliin, iyo 

• Xog ku saabsan mawduucyo sida qotomis, 
teknoolojiyada caawimidda, inta u dhexaysa dugsi ilaa 
qaangaarnimo, iyo dhaawac maskaxeedka hurgumada 
leh. 

OCALI waxay rumaysan tahay in qoysaska iyo weliba 
xirfadleyduba ay door muhiim ah ka ciyaaraan hore u marinta 
guusha ugu sarraysa ee cunug kastaa gaari karo. Waxaannu 
qiimaynaa oo taageerraa xiriirka iyo la shuraakoobidda 
qoysaska in ay muhiim u tahay guusha uu gaari karo  shakhsi 
kasta oo naafo ah oo ama  dugsiga jooga ama bulshada dhex 
jooga. Xog dheeraad ah, fadlan  wac OCALI oo aad ka helayso: 
614 410-0381. 

 

 

Some Participants of the Somali Community 
Conversation with the Columbus Police. 

Khadra Mohamed, a graduate of the Master of Social 
Work Degree program at the Ohio State University, 
speaks at the event.                                Page 2 
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Online Crime Reporting System 

in Somali Language 

WWW.SOMALITIPS.COM 

On April 7th, U.S. law enforcement agencies, 
SomaliCAN community leaders and an anti-crime 
group announced a new Web site that allows Somali 
immigrants to report crimes in their native language. 

The project's goal, according to the Somali 
Community Access Network, is to help Somalis 
overcome a suspicion of police borne of corruption in 
their homeland and to crack down on illegal activity 
from street crime to terrorist recruiting. The site was 
announced in Columbus, the city with the nation's 
second-largest Somali population, but will accept tips 
from anywhere in the U.S. 

Somali concerns about crime have grown in 
Columbus recently and reached new levels following 
the unrelated slayings of two Somali immigrants in 
the last year. 

Many Somalis came to the United States after years in 
refugee camps where they were harassed by corrupt 
police officers, making them suspicious of any law 
enforcement, said Jibril Hirsi, executive director of 
the Somali Community Access Network in Columbus. 

Language barriers and cultural misunderstandings are 
also problems. Hirsi gave the example of a Columbus 
woman cited by police after she mistakenly called 911 
to report that her water pipes were broken. 

"It takes time to really make people comfortable with 
the work of the law enforcement, make them work 
with police and see police as very helpful," Hirsi said 
at the press conference. "This is one system that 
makes it possible for people to report crimes." 

Somalis accessing the new Web site can enter crime 
tips anonymously. Central Ohio Crime Stoppers will 
translate the tips and send them to police. 

Many Somali mothers are concerned about their 
children becoming involved in gangs or other crime as 
well as being recruited by terrorists, said Khadra 
Mohamed, a Columbus social worker from Somalia. 

"So far nothing has happened in Columbus, but we all 
need to be aware and come up with ways to prevent 
that kind of recruiting," she said. 

SomaliCAN’s Community Prevention and Education Program, 
which facilitated the launching of www.somalitips.com is 
funded by the Office of Criminal Justice Services at the Ohio 
Department of Public Safety.  

On the Net: 

• http://www.somalitips.com 

Dembi soo Sheegid Af-Soomaali 

 Ah oo Interneetka ku Salaysan 

                          WWW.SOMALITIPS.COM 

7dii Abriil, Hay’aadka Maraykanka ee xoojiya sharciga, 
hoggaamiyeyaasha SomaliCAN ee bulshada iyo koox dembiga 
la dirirta oo maxalli ahu ay gardaaddiyeen mareeg cusub oo u 
oggolaanaya muhaajiriinta Soomaalida in ay wixi dembi ah ku 
soo sheegaan afkooda. 

Himilada mashruuca, markii lagu wax-qaybsado aragtida 
SomaliCAN, waa in Soomaalida lagu caawiyo in uu ka baxo 
shakiga ay ka qabaan bilayska oo markaana lala xarbiyo 
afcaasha sharci-darrada ah oo u dhexeeya dembiyada jidadka 
ka dhaca ilaa iyo qoridda argaggax-keenayaasha. Mareegta 
waxaa looga dhawaaqay Columbus oo ah magaalada ay deggan 
yihiin dadka labaad ee ugu badan ee Soomaalida Maraykanka, 
waxse uu xogta ka qaban karaa dalka Maraykanka oo dhan. 

Walaaca ay Soomaalidu ka qabto dembiyada waxay dhawaan 
aad ugu soo korodhay Columbus, waxaanay gaartay heer cusub 
ka dib markii si kala duwan laba muhaajir oo Soomaali ah 
loogu diley sanadkii tegay. 

“Soomaali badan baa Maraykanka timi ka dib markii ay 
joogeen xeryaha qaxootiyaasha oo ay ku hagarjuumi jireen 
bilays musuq-maasuq ah, taa oo ka dhigaysa waa Soomaalidee 
kuwo shaki weyn ka qaba sharci-xoojiyeyaasha oo dhan,” ayuu 
yiri Jibriil  

Is afgaran la’aanta iyo faham la’aanta dhaqanka iyaguna waa 
dhibaato. Xirsi ayaa wuxuu tusaale u soo qaatay haweeney reer 
Columbus ah oo ay bilaysku ganaaxeen ka gadaal markii ay 
lambarka 911 garaacday iyadoo ka cabanaysa qasabaddii 
biyaha oo ka jabtay. 

"Runtii waqti ayay qaadanaysaa in ay dadku si debecsan u 
dareemaan shaqada sharci xoojiyeyaasha, in ay dadku bilayska 
la shaqeeyaan, iyo in ay u arkaan kuwo iyaga caawinaya” ayuu 
Xirsi ka yiri shirkii jaraa’id. "Tani waa hal dariiqo oo dadka u 
suuraggelinaysa in ay dadku dembiyada soo sheegaan." 

Soomaalida gasha mareegta cusub ayaa waxay dembiga gudbin 
karaan iyagoo qarsoon. Central Ohio Crime Stoppers ayaa 
xogta tarjumi doona bilayskana u diri doona. 

“Hooyooyin badan oo Soomaali ah ayaa ka walaacsan in ay 
carruurtoodu ardaallada ama dembiyo kale ku lug yeeshaan, 
amaba loo qorto in ay argaggixisinnimo sameeyaan” ayay tiri 
Khadra Maxamed, oo ah Adeege Bulsho oo ka soo jeedda 
Soomaaliya. 

"Ilaa haatan waxba kama aanay dhicin Columbus, waxes aynu 
dhamaanteen u baahan nahay digtooni iyo in aannu keenno 
dariiqooyin looga hortegi karo qoridda caynkaa ah” ayay tiri. 

Barnaamijka SomaliCAN ee Ka-hortegidda Dembiyada iyo 
Tacliiminta Bulshada (Community Prevention and Education 
Program) oo sahashay gardaaddinta www.somalitips.com 
waxaa maalgeliyey Xafiiska Adeegyada Caddaaladda 
Dembiyada (Office of Criminal Justice Services at the Ohio 
Department of Public Safety.)  

interneetka: 

• http://www.somalitips.com 
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